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Problems Determining the Age of Children and Youth who are not
punished in Criminal Cases According to the Criminal Code Sections 73
and 74
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Abstract

Section 73-76 of the Criminal Code has specific rules for prosecuting and punishing
children, divided by age range as follows

1. Children under 12 years old, if they commit an offense, they will not be
punished.

2. Children over 12 years old but less than 15 years old, if they commit an offense,
they will not be punished. But let the court prescribe special measures such as
reprimanding both children and parents. Establish requirements for parents to supervise
children If the child still violates, the parent must pay no more than 10,000 baht, impose
conditions on probation for the child. or sent to a school or training facility

3. Youth aged 15-18 years, if they commit an offense, the court will consider their
responsibilities depending on the case and may not impose a penalty but apply special
measures. Like 12 - 15 year olds, or they can order punishment. but to reduce the penalty
by half

4. Youth aged 18 - 20 years, if they commit an offense, the court will punish half
orlin?3.

At present, children and young people who commit crimes under 15 years of age
commit acts that the law stipulates as offenses under the Criminal Code, such as theft,
assault, drug use, including murder, which is a serious offence. Society and the law
continue to provide opportunities for those children or young people without impunity Or
if they are sentenced to a detention center soon, they will be released, with the likelihood
that these children or youth will return to commit crimes. Because he committed an
offense, he was not punished, he was just warned and released. This is a legal gap that
should be addressed. To reduce the chances of children and youth committing crimes.

Keywords: crime, youth
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