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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the behavior of Communication Arts students enrolled in
Songkhla institutions in accessing information about politics through main media, and 2) compare influences from
these media in regard to the students’ political attitudes. The sampling population consisted of a number of 383
students, 197 of which were Communication Arts students who registered for their study at Hatyai University
while 186 of them were Communication Arts students studying at Songkhla Rajabhat University. The main
instrument for gathering data was a structured questionnaire. For each question, mean, percentage and standard
of deviation were derived. T-test was also used for analytical purpose.

Results from the study showed that the sampling population used the internet for accessing political news
and data the most and on a regular basis, 55.4 %. The secondary medium regularly used was radio broadcast,
54 %. As for influences of these media on the students’ political attitudes, the study found that printed media,
television programs, and internet were most influential, high level. Radio programs were found to be influential at
the average level.

Both groups of male and female students believed that television and radio programs differed in how the
media influenced on their attitudes. The level of influence of television as reflected by female students was higher
than the data given by male students. Furthermore, there was a significant difference of political influence when
comparing data yielded by students at various levels. Fourth year students believed radio broadcast had more
impact on their attitudes than what the third year students had expressed.

Key words: information access, printed media, television media, radio media, internet, political news,

media influence
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