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Study of the Vision of Local Administrative Organizations in Formulating Policy
to Support the Quality of Life of the Elderly in Kanchanadit District of Surat

Thani Province.
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ABSTRACT

This research had the objective to document the vision of local administrative organizations (LAO) in
formulating policy to support the quality of life of the elderly. Data were collected from annual reports of the LAO
and from in-depth interviews with the chief officer of the LAO or deputy, or the mayor, or deputy-mayor from 14
LAO in Kanchanadit District of Surat Thani Province.

This study found that only three of the 14 LAO had new vision or innovative concepts in preparing for an
increase in the elderly population, including the Chang Kwa Municipality, the Thung Gong Tambon Administrative
Organization (TAO) and the Thung Rung TAO. These three LAO have developed plans for the elderly that go beyond
solving ad hoc problems and provision of social welfare payments. Their plans include a vision that seeks to maximize
the quality of life of the elderly, by helping to prepare those who have not yet transitioned into the elderly age groups.
They view the family and the community as key forces in supporting children and grandchildren to participate in this
process. Their plans also include recognizing the value of the elderly, and the importance of saving for old age while
still employed. One of the LAO (Chang Kwa Municipality) has set up a skills building and rehabilitation center for
the elderly. Other LAO employ the elderly (Thung Rung TAO and Chang Sai Municipality). The Chang Kwa
Municipality has established a community learning center which highlights traditional wisdom and the role of the
elderly. All of these efforts show foresight in adapting to the inevitable transition of Thailand to an older society.
This vision is unique in seeing beyond mere hand-outs of welfare payments.
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