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Autonomy of Internal Auditor of Local

Administration Organizations
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Abstract

This research had the objective to assess the autonomy of the internal auditor of local administrative
organizations (LAO) in Surat Thani Province. Data were collected by asking the internal auditors to assess their
level of autonomy in comparison with legal specifications for LAO (2002). The results are as follows:

The internal auditors lack independence in fulfilling their functions since they have to follow the
directives of their immediate superiors. They have to submit their audit reports directly to their immediate
superiors. Thus, there are multiple instances of external interference by senior administrators with the activities
of the internal auditor, direct and indirect. In addition, senior administrators have a tendency to assign non-
relevant tasks to the internal auditors, and this impedes the ability of the auditors to fully assess expenditures and
procurement of the LAO. In some cases, senior administrators issue verbal directives to the auditors to modify
the internal audit report. This inhibits the ability of the auditors to report on the deficiencies they have found.
The end result is the appointment of ad hoc inspection officials who white-wash the performance of the LAO.

Keywords: Autonomy, internal Auditor, Administration Organizations
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