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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate pre-cadets’ understanding of nature of science (NOS). The
participants were 430 pre-cadets who studied in first, second, and third years. The questionnaire consisted of 25
items covering three aspects: scientific worldviews, scientific inquiry and scientific enterprises, was used to assess
pre-cadets’ understanding of the nature of science. Data were analyzed by categorizing into three groups:
contemporary view, mixed view and traditional view. The research findings indicate that the majority of pre-
cadets held contemporary and mixed views. The aspects that pre-cadets held contemporary view were scientific
worldviews and scientific inquiry. The aspect that pre-cadets held traditional view was scientific enterprises. It
was also found that pre-cadets held traditional view in issues about meaning of science. The research finding
suggested that the science teachers should focus on learning activities or explicit instruction in NOS issues that
pre-cadets prepare a concept was not consistent with.
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