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An Investigation into the Role of Local Government Leaders’ Promotion of

the Self-Sufficiency Economy in Mueng District, Pattalung
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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to investigate and compare the role of local government leaders in
promoting the Self-Sufficiency Economy of Mueng District, Pattalung, and to study problems and barriers impacting
the role of individual leaders employed in the local government of Mueng District, Pattalung, on the Self-Sufficiency
Economy. The Rating Scale was the research tool used in this study. The sample group consists of 400 respondents
living in the Mueng District, Pattalung. The statistical data analysis was carried out through the applications of
frequency, percentage, average, standard deviation, t-test and F-test, and Scheffé’s method of paired comparison.

The findings indicated that the majority of respondents were women aged between 36-45 years old. These
respondents hold bachelor degrees and work as government officers, with an income of between 8,001-12,000 Baht per
month.

The overall opinion of these respondents toward the local government leaders’ role in promoting the Self-
Sufficiency Economy are at a very high level. Consideration of individual aspects revealed that the leaders’ roles were

at a very high level in all three: facilitator, coordinator, and motivator.
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Respondents who differed in demographical characteristic in gender, age, and income did not show a
significant difference in opinion toward the leaders’ role in promoting the Self-Sufficiency Economy of Mueng District,
Pattalung. Whereas, respondents who differed in demographical characteristic in educational background and
occupation were found to show significant different opinions toward the overall role of leaders of the local government
in promoting the Self-Sufficiency Economy of Mueng District, Pattalung.

The barriers in promoting the Self-Sufficiency Economy were found to be that local administrators give
precedence to internal management over development of the economic community, under the philosophy of Self-
Sufficient Economy. This effects the “Farm Women Group Association” who produces local products and has not
been assisted by the empowerment community economy networks in order to support the productivity.

The local government should publicize project planning, or its projects to the “Farm Women Group
Association” in order to encourage them to participate in project planning and/or projects of the municipality or the
local administrative organization. This would result in project planning to be varied, and solve the problems of this
business group in the community effectively and with practical continuity.

Key words: Role of Local Government Leaders, Self-Sufficient Economy Promotion
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