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Conservation and Knowledge Development of Kua Tong in Puak Tam
Community, Mueang Chiang Mai District
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Abstract

The objective of this study is to present how to preserve and develop Kua Tong of Puak Tam
Community, Chiang Mai. Kua Tong is a kind of brassware. This research is a qualitative study, with literature
review and also onsite-research by interviewing brass smith, government, researcher, and focus group.

The study has found that Puak Tam Community was considered a heritage zone in Chiang Mai. Its name
appeared in manuscript in 1820. Puak means a community, and Tam means touching up (with brush) so Puak
Tam means a community of craftsmen, especially lacquerware. These techniques had been inherited from
generation to generation. These crafts were made for religious service i.e. decorative items for temple. Another
usage found was the headdress, in the form of flower, to be worn to temple or for dancer.

Nowsday, the conservation of Kua Tong become more tangible, which can be seen by the establishment
of “Puak Tam Kua Tong Museum” in Pauk Tam Temple. The temple also serves as a cultural center.
Nevertheless, the study has found that by allowing the community, education organization and cultural network to
work together, resulted in increasing of knowledge sharing among communities, more efficiently and sustainably.

Keywords: Kua Tong (Puak Tam Community), Conservation, Knowledge Development, Community, Network
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