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Route Management for Learning Culture in Mae Kok River Basin,

Chiang Rai Province
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Abstract

A study of Route Management for Learning Cultural in Mae Kok River Basin, Chiang Rai, aims to
provide an understanding of its background and historical revolution toward community, society, culture, and
environment. The objective also extends to the observation of the community’s value and its capabilities to
manage to learn ways of life as well as cultural heritage. Leading to the proposed management of cultural heritage
information by implementing the route management of cultural learning, by documents, observations, and
interviews. The findings are analyzed and categorized into 3 groups; Art & Culture, Archaeological Sites &
Antiquities, and Local Knowledge & Wisdom. In addition, toward the analysis, cultural heritage is as well
classified by 3 criterions i.e. historical value, art and architectural value, and local knowledge and primitive belief
value. SWOT Analysis is also used to measure and analyze potential for its possible capability of route
management in cultural learning. The analysis consequently constructs a model of the cultural learning route
including the study of surveyed opinions in an appropriate sample size that represents groups of locals and
tourists. The result of the study tells us that historical, socio-cultural, and environmental contexts of the basin are
influenced from how the city was constructed. To illustrate, the delicate positions of 8 township directions
consisted of 12 gates with its strategic city line at its heart of the town. Ethnics groups for example Tai Yuan Tai
Lue, Tai Yai, Tai Khern. Ethnics groups distinctively brought in their cultures, lifestyles, and beliefs which were
later blended through Buddhist beliefs. This was evidently in forms of historical records, engraves, norms and
rituals, Buddhist arts, architectures, local wisdoms, and cultural performances. This heritage of cultures is one of
important sources to the cultural learning in Mae Kok River basin. With this, it demonstrates a prompt potential
to be well managed in term of cultural learning route in the area. Essentially, it is presentable in 5 routes; The
History of Local Settlement, Religious Beliefs in Each Ethnic Townships, Arts and Handicrafts of Racial

Community in Mae Kok River Basin, and Architecture of Ancient Chiang Rai City, Museum of Learning Sources
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in Mae Kok River Basin. All of these routes significantly interpret cultural meaningfulness to the local and the
involved to realize and understand the importance. As a result, this encourages them to learn the cultural heritage
in all routes of Mae Kok River Basin as their own locality as well as promote the cultural tourism of the city of
Chiang Rai.

Key words: Mae Kok River Basin, Culture Route, Chiang Rai Municipality
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