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Comparative Study on Social Support of Caregivers of Children
with Autism Spectrum Disorder and Caregivers of Typical
Development Children in Songklanagarind Hospital
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Abstract

This descriptive research was aimed to study social support in caregivers of children with Autism
Spectrum Disorder and caregivers of typical development children in Songklanagarind Hospital. Samples were
selected from 102 caregivers of children who were clinical development tested at Songklanagarind Hospital.
The samples were divided into 3 groups which were composed of 42 caregivers of children with Autism, 26
caregivers of children with PDD-NOS and 34 caregivers of typical development children. The assessment tools
were two sets of questionnaires: demographic data and social support questionnaire. The questionnaires were
tested with Cronbach Alpha coefficient procedure in order to find the reliability. The survey found that the
reliability of social support was at 0.93 level. Data were statistically analyzed were included frequency, percentages,
means, standard deviation and F-test. If it was found that there was a statistically significant difference, the data
would be compared in pairs by using the Bonferroni method. The results showed that the overall pattern of social
support of the child caregivers in those three groups was at moderate level. The social support in emotional aspect
was higher than other aspects. Analysis of variance to compare the patterns of social support was classified by the
types of caregivers. It was found that the overall and individual aspects of social support were statistically
significant at 0.05 level.
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