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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to assess the association between child care behaviors and early childhood
caries in children 2-5 years residing in Sakaew province, Thailand, during August to December, 2012. This cross-
sectional analytic study included 431 children, 194 boys (45.01%) and 237 girls (54.98%) whose parents
volunteered to take part in the study. Data on both the children and the parents were collected using a
questionnaire as well as an oral health examination. Results were analyzed by means of descriptive, bivariate, and
multivariable logistic regression analyses. Findings from descriptive statistics showed that 338 out of 431 children
(78.42 %) had early childhood caries (ECC). The final multivariable logistic regression model showed that early
childhood caries (ECC) was associated significantly with parents’ lack of oral health knowledge (AOR)= 6.955;
95%CI=1.067-43.343], parents who did not check up their children’s teeth [AOR=3.352; 95%CI=1.848-6.079],
children who had breastfeeding before wean [AOR=0.401; 95%CI=0.230-0.698], age children started sweet
beverages [AOR=0.966; 95%CI1=0.938-0.993] parents’ DMFT [AOR=1.086; 95%CI=1.029-1.147]. The findings
confirm importance of child care behaviors relating to early childhood caries. To reduce limitation of this cross-
sectional study, a longitudinal study should be conducted further in order to clearly explain the association
between child care behaviors and early childhood caries so that the results will be better used for planning dental
health promotion programs for young children.
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