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Effect of Siamese Neem Extract on Plasmodium berghei Growth
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Abstract

Leaf aqueous extract of Siamese neem tree (Azadirachta indica A. Juss var. siamensis Valeton) was
assessed for antimalarial activity in vivo using Plasmodium berghei infected mice as a model. ICR mice were
infected intraperitoneally with 1x10° P. berghei ANKA. Subsequently, the extract was added orally by gavage once
a day for 4 consecutive days. Finally, parasitemia was calculated and compared with untreated mice. The result
showed that leaf aqueous extract exhibited non-antimalarial activity. The growth of P. berghei in the extract
treated mice was not significantly different from untreated mice. The results suggested that Siamese neem tree
extract might not have antimalarial activity.
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