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ABSTRACT

This survey research study aimed to compare the maternal-infant bonding of teenage postpartum
mothers with full-time parenting and non-full-time parenting who were checked up 45 days postpartum at
hospitals in southern Thailand. The subjects comprised 258 full-time parenting mothers and 53 non-full-
time parenting mothers. The maternal-infant bonding questionnaire covered 2 parts: the first covered personal
information and information about pregnancy and childbirth, and the second covered maternal-infant bonding,
divided into two aspects: feeling toward the baby and perceived treatment behavior to show their love and
bonding. The content validity index (CVI) was 0.90 and Cronbach's alpha coefficient 0.71. The data were analyzed
using descriptive statistics and Mann-Whitney U test for comparison of maternal-infant bonding.

The result showed that the maternal-infant bonding of full-time parenting mothers was higher than that
of non-full-time parenting mothers (p <.001). However, in both groups the maternal-infant bonding was at a high
level.

Keywords: Teenage postpartum mother, maternal-infant bonding, parenting
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