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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to verify the fit of causal relationships creation
model of internal locus of control influencing critical thinking ability with empirical data
and to study effective size of cause variables influencing critical thinking ability of lower
secondary school students in the secondary educational service area office 16. The study
sample was 685 students by multi-stage random sampling. Instruments for collecting data
were four questionnaires with reliabilities ranged for .75 to .92. Data was analyzed by
LISREL program was also used to test hypothesis. The results were as follows; 1) The
causal relationships model of internal locus of control influencing critical thinking ability
of students was modified to fit with the empirical data (x2 = 257.69, GFI = .94, AGFI = .90,
SRMR = .041, RMSEA = .079, NFI = .98, CFl = .98). 2) Critical thinking ability was directly
affected by academic self-efficacy and internal locus of control. Moreover, it was indirectly
affected by reasoning ability and academic self-efficacy. These variables together explain
the variance of critical thinking ability at 83 percent. 3) Internal locus of control was directly
affected by academic self-efficacy and reasoning ability. These variables together explain
the variance of internal locus of control at 54 percent.
Keywords: Critical thinking ability, internal locus of control, reasoning ability,

Academic self-efficacy
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