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Imbalance between the Public Interest of the State and People from the Project or
Activity that May Cause Negative Impact: Qualitative Method from the Project of
land Reclamation in the Sea and Construction or Expansion on Grounds or in the

Sea (LRCES) in Area of SakomSubdistrict, Chana District, Songkhla Province
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Abstract

The objective of the research was to study the current situation and problems, factors
causing an imbalance between the public interests of the state and peopleand propose
managing methods the imbalance between the public interests of the state and people from
the LRCES in SakomSubdistrict, Chana District, Songkhla Province. The article would focus on
the used of the qualitative instrument in the study. A focus group discussion was arranged for
data elicitation and 10 people participated in the discussion on Tuesday, April 9, 2013 from
9:.00 am. to 1200 pm at the meeting room of the SakomSubdistrict Administrative
Organization. Informants consists of agencies of the local people, local leaders, officers from
the central government, regional or local authorities and the executive or staff involved in the
project.

Three main issues surfaced during the focus group discussion. The first issue
concerns damage to a dam which was a past of the sea construction project in the
Sakomsubdistrict. The landscape on the left side of the dam has been significantly
damaged from erosion, so that caused loss of the land of the people. In comparison with
the right side of the dam there is sprouting up land is a lot of space. As a result, the local
communities who are affected have demanded the government solves the problem. In
addition, a conflict between the people on both sides of the dam area, which could not
be resolved. Furthermore, found the main problem has two aspects: (1) the problems of
the availability and capability of local government to resolve the problem, and (2) the

lack of involvement of the local people in the management, maintenance, and utilization
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of natural resources and the environment from the project. The second issue concerns
two main factors that cause an asymmetry between the public interest of the state and
the people are: (1) the attitude of government officials on the project, and (2) the
mistrust of people towards the project and government officials. The third issue
concerns resolution of this problem could create a common understanding, exchange
information between the state and the people, and for the government to adjust their
communication strategy which has resulted in mistrust between the state and people of
the area surrounding the development of the project.

Keywords: Imbalance, Public Interest, State, People, Project
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